
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Yukon Film Production 
Program Framework 

 
 

Purpose 

The purpose of the program is to encourage the growth and development of the Yukon 
Film industry through the provision of non-repayable financial contributions to assist 
with the costs of producing a film in the Yukon. 
 
Production is the component of the filmmaking process during which the project is 
being captured on film or videotape, and includes post-production work.   
 
 
Objectives 

The objectives of the Film Production Fund are:  
 
 Development of local skills and expertise required for the production of film in the 

Yukon, particularly "above the line" skills, such as those at the director/producer 
level.  

 
 To increase the number of films, both local and offshore, produced in the Yukon. 
 
 Development of the Yukon film Industry into an internationally competitive industry. 

 
 
Eligible Applicants 

The following are eligible to apply to the Film Production Fund:  
 
 A Yukon corporation which owns controlling interest in the project and Film 

production is a major, not peripheral activity of their business. 
 

For this fund, a Yukon corporation is defined as a corporation that is a Yukon 
registered company which is majority beneficially owned by Yukon residents. 
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 In the case of co-productions, the Yukon producer must satisfy the preceding 
qualifications, and any co-production company must be registered in the Yukon.  In 
addition, the Yukon producer must participate as a full partner in the production, and 
demonstrate a significant degree of financial and creative control  
and receive a corresponding share of the revenues of the production at terms no less 
favourable than those of any of the non-Yukon resident partners. 
 

Recipients under this program are not eligible to apply for rebates of Yukon 
expenditures under the Yukon Film Location Incentive Program.  
 
 
Ineligible Applicants 

Distributors, broadcasters and broadcast affiliates are not eligible to apply. 
 
 
Eligible Projects & Activities 

Production includes post-production work.   
 
The following activities are eligible: 
 
 Filming in Yukon.  All production cash expenses expended in Yukon consistent with 

the standards established by Telefilm Canada and the Canada Media Fund   
 

Expenses related to personnel will be determined on the basis of the actual amount 
paid to the employee directly attributable to the production, including salary and 
benefits. 

 
 Filming outside the territory may be allowable within the spirit and intent of the 

program, recognizing that certain productions require shooting outside Yukon, but 
this must be pre-approved.  

 
 Corporate overhead and producer fees directly related to the project are eligible but 

may not exceed 15% each of the total budget or 30% combined. 
 
The following expenses are not eligible: 
 
 Any costs that were considered in determining a funding allocation for the same 

project under the Yukon Film Development Fund will not be considered under this 
program. 

 
 Goods and Services Tax 
 



 

3 

 

 Capital costs  
 
 Non-cash expenditures, such as, in-kind contributions, contributed labour, materials 

or services and deferred expenses are not an eligible expense for the purpose of 
calculating the amount of assistance under this program unless they have been pre-
approved by Yukon Media Development. 

 
 Prizes, awards, rewards and gifts 
 
 

 

Ineligible Projects 

Ineligible productions include sport broadcasts, instructional programs, game shows, 
news, current affairs programming, infomercials, infotainment, commercials, industrials, 
amateur video, and pornography. 
 
 
Outcomes 

The intended outcomes of Film Production Fund activities include:   
 
 Development of domestic producer skills. 
 Development of the Yukon film industry into an internationally competitive industry.  
 An increase the number of films, both local and offshore, produced in the Yukon.  
 
 
Funding / Contribution Levels 

The maximum project contribution from this fund is $500,000.  Additional funds may be 
available through other Government of Yukon programs for economic development 
based on economic impact analysis.  The production company is encouraged to contact 
Yukon Media Development. for additional details. 
 
 For productions solely controlled by a Yukon resident or corporation, the 

contributions will be based on 30 % of Yukon expenditures or 30 % of total 
production costs whichever is the lessor. 

  
 For co-productions the contribution will be based on 30 % of Yukon expenditures or 

20 % of total production costs whichever is lesser. The cost of a creative position 
may be deemed a Yukon cost if they mentor at least one Yukon Labour. The creative 
positions eligible for this purpose include eligible Yukon Labour in the following 
positions: 
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 Director 
 Scriptwriter 
 Resident in A Lead Role 
 Production Manager 
 Director of Photography 
 Camera Operator 
 Director of Sound 
 Production Designer (Art 

Director) 
 Picture Editor 
 Line Producer 
 Key Grip 

 

 Gaffer 
 Continuity 
 Production Accountant 
 1st Assistant Director 
 Sound Editor 
 Performer(S) In Speaking Roles 
 Location Manager 
 Costume Designer 
 Set Decorator 
 Key Makeup Artist 
 Props Master 

 
 

 

Intakes 

Applications will be accepted on an on-going basis throughout the year, but application 
must be made prior to commencement of the project.  Only one application at a time will 
be considered from an applicant. 
 
Applications must include: 

 A completed and signed application form  
 A description of the company, its structure and ownership and incorporation 

documents, including the names and addresses of shareholders, demonstrating 
to Yukon Media Development’s satisfaction that the company meets all company 
and production eligibility requirements;  

 A copy of the final and shooting script  
 A list of key creative personnel engaged for the project including their 

biographies and primary residence addresses;  
 Cast and Crew list indicating citizenship & residency  
 Commitments from broadcasters and/or distributors;  
 Production and post-production schedule indicating: 

      pre-production start date 
      date and number of shooting days 
      all shooting locations (city and country) 
      projected delivery dates for rough cut, fine cut, release print and final 

audited cost report 
 The total Production budget in the Telefilm format;  
 The financing plan, evidencing the terms, conditions and value of the financial 

contributions  
 The Yukon budget in Telefilm format.  
 Copies of Co-production agreements  
 Marketing plan 
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Applications must be complete and include all necessary documentation at time of 
submission. 
  
Processing of applications will be conducted as expeditiously as considerations of due 
diligence allow.  
 
 
Assessment Criteria 

Applications will first be screened on the basis of the following mandatory criteria: 
 
 The applicant is an eligible applicant as described in Eligible Applicant above. 
 
 The proposed activities comply with the criteria for eligible activities set out in 

Eligible Projects and Activities above. 
 
 Projects must be supported by a broadcast license with a licensed broadcaster or a 

distribution arrangement. 
 
 Applicants must provide evidence that the total financing required for the film 

production will be in place prior to the start of production. Approval of funding under 
the Yukon Film Production program will be conditional until all the required financing 
has been secured. 

 
 Any financial obligations to the Government of Yukon by the proponent must be in 

good standing. 
 
The criteria against which an application will be assessed will include:  
 

 Written demonstration of how the project will achieve one or more of the stated 
objectives of the Film Production Fund; 

 
 Written demonstration of how the applicant proposes to use and / or develop 

Yukon talent, personnel, services and facilities. 
 

 Success of previous projects undertaken by the same applicant assisted by the 
Film Development Fund or any other fund administered by the Department of 
Economic Development.  
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Approval Authorities 
 
Project Officers 

Project officers are the first point of contact for all applicants. They will be available year 
round and provide support and advice on the funding program. Each application will be 
assigned to a project officer who will work with clients to ensure that all the information 
has been provided for full project consideration.   
 
Since some projects may impact government operations, or the applicants are client 
groups of other YG departments, project officers may involve other departments.  YG 
departments who have an interest in specific projects will be requested to verify 
information and provide their perspective on projects on an ‘as-needed’ basis.  
 
The project officers will be responsible for preparing an assessment of the application 
including a recommendation for approval/disapproval.  
 
Approval Authorities 

The Manager, Media Development or the Assistant Deputy Minister will be the approval 
authority for applications within the Departmental signing authority of the Manager’s or 
Assistant Deputy Minister’s position. For applications above that signing authority, the 
approval authority will be the Minister of Economic Development. 
 
Yukon Media Development may convene a panel as required, with membership as 
appropriate to provide advice to the Manager, Media Development or the Minister, 
regarding application approval. 
 
 A letter of commitment, also known as a letter of comfort, will be issued confirming 

eligibility and approval of assistance with an estimate of the level of assistance 
based on the budget submitted. The letter will detail any terms and conditions that 
must be satisfied prior to the approval becoming effective. The letter may be used 
by the applicant to support applications for financing from financial institutions and 
the federal government. 

 
 Once all conditions of a conditional approval have been satisfied a contribution 

agreement or funding contract will be issued for acceptance by the applicant. 
 

Accountability Framework 
 
Basic Reporting Requirements 

Reporting requirements for funding recipients are intended to obtain information 
necessary to meet Government financial obligations while recognizing the costs that 
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such reporting place upon recipients.  Project financial reporting requirements will be 
relevant to the level of funding received and will not place unnecessary burdens on 
recipients.   
 
Upon completion of the project the applicant will provide Yukon Media Development 
with a complete production report on or before the due date stipulated in the 
contribution agreement. This report must include: 
 

 A video or DVD copy of the finished production, including proper credit to the 
Yukon Government; 

 
 A report that outlines the total expenses incurred on the project. 

 
 A detailed Yukon expenditure report in a form acceptable to Yukon Media 

Development. 
 

 A list of all personnel engaged on the project, including job titles and proof of 
residency (Yukon Health Care Card). 

 
 A declaration stating that the production was completed as outlined in the 

original application. 
 
Yukon Media Development will verify the final production report and conduct an internal 
verification of the detailed Yukon expenditure list for all projects. 
 
Additional / Follow-up Reporting Requirements 

Funding recipients shall: 
 Maintain all project financial, personnel, and performance information records for 

a minimum of three years following the completion of the project. 
 Upon written request, and with appropriate notice, provide authorized 

representatives of the Yukon Government with access to the project work site(s), 
for up to one-year following completion of the project and with access to 
relevant records for a minimum of three years following the completion of the 
project.  

 Participate in interviews, focus groups, or other reasonable information 
gathering activities, in conjunction with a program evaluation of the Film 
Production Fund.   

 
Verification and evaluation reports shall be made public, within a reasonable time of 
completion, with the exception of any information protected under the Access to 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act.    
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Financial Procedures 

Project funds will be disbursed according to the following conditions: 
 
 The funding must be used solely for the purposes described in the application, and 

approved by Yukon Media Development. If the funding is used for any other purpose 
or if there is a major change in the project the recipient may be required to return all 
of the funds unless the new use of funds or the change is submitted in writing to 
and approved by Yukon Media Development prior to the change. 

 
 Recipients must give funding credit in the manner prescribed by Yukon Media 

Development. 
 
 The assistance will be paid to the applicant in accordance with a payment schedule 

developed with the applicant but will not exceed 75% of the approved level of 
assistance until the project is complete. The 25% hold back will be paid upon receipt 
of the final report as stipulated in the contribution agreement. 

 
 Yukon Media Development or its authorized representative may examine the 

recipient’s financial and other records to ensure that the contribution is being, or 
was, used for its intended purpose. 

 


